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     It was a beautiful day in Mechanicsburg and Cluster members who gathered for outdoor worship and a pic-

nic were delighted to meet Rev. Margaret Zeller, Cluster supply priest during August.  She officiated at the 

improvised altar for the July 26 service at Goshen Park. Our Saviour musician Larry Rammel began the ser-

vice with a prelude and later sang John Becker’s Lead me, Lord, truly a prayer for these times.  
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, longing for their Lord,           Lead me, Lord, lead me, Lord, by the light of truth 

   for God’s coming kingdom shall be theirs.                           to seek and to find the narrow way.    

Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled          Be my way; be my  truth; be my life, my Lord 

   and the meek shall come to rule the world.                          and lead me, Lord, today. 
 

     Food and fellowship followed the 10 o’clock Morning Prayer. It was all expertly arranged by Cluster Ad-

ministrator Amy Boeck, who also took pictures for the Chronicle.  Rev. Zeller will officiate at services at the 

regular times and places Sunday, August  2.  Amy will use the email capability to announce anything we 

should know about the August services. See you in church!   

August 2020 

Reverend Margaret Zeller 

Worshipping at the park 
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     Cluster parishes welcomed officiant Rev. Melody Wil-

liams on July 5 and July 12 as Sunday services are  once 

again being offered at Our Saviour and Epiphany for the 

first time in several months. Our Saviour’s 9:15 Morning 

Prayer service was held on a shaded, grassy plot behind 

the church, but by late morning, excessive heat sent 

Epiphany congregants into the air-conditioned sanctuary.  

     Every precaution was observed by both churches 

which had been thoroughly cleaned, single entrance and 

exits marked, plenty of hand sanitizer available, collection 

plate centrally placed and  full-service pew bulletins. 

     Gathering outdoors is considered less risky than meet-

ing inside, but at both services facemasks were worn and 

social distancing in effect. Music was permitted, but not 

singing.  Organist Sharon McCall prefaced Epiphany’s 

service with a mini-concert. Larry Rammel, Our Saviour’s 

devoted musician, created a worshipful ambiance in the 

outdoor setting with sacred vocal and guitar selections.  

Sunday services will continue at the discretion of each 

parish. 

Services resume indoors and out 

Clockwise from top: Rev. Melody Williams leads 

Morning Prayer at our Saviour; Larry Rammel makes mu-

sic; Amelia Wing brought her blue chair; service accesso-

ries placed for safe distribution. 
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Clockwise from top left: Organist Sharon 

McCall begins the July 5 service at Epiph-

any; Rev. Jason Oden, supply priest July 19; 

at Epiphany, Ed Hardin and Jennifer Mur-

phy model the correct Pandemic attire; Rev. 

Margaret Zeller, supply priest for August.  



Best wishes to another centenarian 
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     Epiphany’s extended family includes Dr. Russell Hardin, father of 

Ed, who celebrated his 100th birthday July 30, at his home in Lebanon, 

Indiana.  Dr. Hardin, a retired veterinarian is known affectionately 

throughout the region as “Doc”. The path to his profession took some 

detours, but he made the most of every opportunity. The son of a farm 

family in Knightstown, Indiana, his interest in agriculture, livestock in 

particular, sent him to Purdue University in 1939 to study animal sci-

ence.  He was due to graduate in 1942 but our country was at war then, 

and instead of receiving his degree, he was drafted into the U.S. Army.  

The military was on the lookout for medical professionals and Russell 

was sent to Kansas State to get his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.  He 

also accepted a spot on the university’s football team.  Quick to master 

anything at hand, Russell played the kind of football that got him a bid 

from the Detroit Lions. Tempting, but Russell’s life-long dream of be-

ing a veterinarian was about to come true and he kept to the course.  

He opened his practice in Lebanon and, for the next 35 years, earned 

the respect and admiration of all who knew him. He still loves football 

and has officially been recognized as the oldest living Kansas State 

football player.  We congratulate him and thank him for imbuing his 

son, Ed, with his intelligence, character, work ethic and sense of hu-

mor.  Doc Russell can be proud that the Hardin family has blessed 

Epiphany, the Cluster and the community these many years.    

Gladys had a birthday, too 

     Epiphany’s long-time congregant Gladys Spencer 

celebrated her July 29 birthday in her new home at 

Mercy McAuley Center in Urbana. We predict that, as 

soon as Covid19 limitations are lifted, Gladys will 

continue her special gift of fellowship that she prac-

ticed for so many years at Epiphany. Gladys was a 

tireless visitor to those in hospital, recuperating at 

home or just no longer able to attend Sunday services. 

She often took flowers to brighten rooms and spirits.  

A belated Happy Birthday, Gladys.  We will keep in 

touch with mail and prayers until we can once again 

express our affection in person.  Gladys’ postal ad-

dress is Mercy McAuley Center, 906 Scioto Street, 

Urbana, Ohio 43078.   

Doc wearing his Kansas State jacket 

Gladys and her daughter, Diane Kremer. 
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     Cluster congregants are often joyfully recognized on Sunday birthdays by cakes, candles and cards at coffee 

hours and are always honored during the worship service with a special blessing from clergy.  Dorothy Head-

lee has spent a lot of birthdays as a member of Epiphany, but her 102nd was a whole new experience. She is 

currently receiving treatment at Vancrest of Urbana and, because of the virus, no visitors are permitted. But the 

mail brought Dorothy volumes of greetings, and she accepted verbal wishes via phone from guests just outside 

her window. Mrs. Benjamin Headlee (Carolyn), a great-granddaughter-in-law, took a picture of one of those 

conversations and kindly allowed us to share it. We added several photos of Dorothy receiving wishes on other 

recent birthdays. 

A life we love to celebrate 

Dorothy receives a 

happy birthday phone 

call. 

     The guiding principles of the Mercy Health 

network can be seen in every examining room. It 

is a comfort to know that services are  “inspired 

by the compassionate ministry of Jesus and God’s 

hope for the world.”  They aim to “improve the 

health and well-being of our communities and 

bring good help to those in need, especially the 

poor,  dying  and  underserved.”  Core  values  are   

given as: human dignity, integrity, compassion, 

stewardship and service.”  It further states that, at 

Mercy Health, associates want to work, clinicians 

want to practice, people seek wellness and com-

munities thrive.” We are so grateful for these com-

passionate, faith-based professionals and pray for 

their strength and skill in  these perilous times.  

Mission of Mercy Health 

Birthday blessings from 

Rev. Tim West. 

Coffee hour celebration with 

Heather Angus and Father 

Don Duford. 

Reading cards with 

Rev. Nancy Hardin. 
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Our Saviour continues carryout Community Meals 
     Bill Miller’s homemade chicken and 

noodles with a side of mashed potatoes 

headed the home-style menu for Our 

Saviour’s July Community Meal. Supper 

also included green beans, fruit and 

cookies, served by the faithful Emily 

Rozmus, Dusty Hurst, Sarah Bradford 

and from the Boeck family, Amy, 

Sophie and Todd. All were correctly at-

tired for the monthly Pandemic meal 

mask-erade. 

     Amy reports that 67 diners, regulars 

and some new guests, came by to pick 

up the boxed meals and express their 

gratitude.  While some businesses have 

reopened, many people are still unem-

ployed, and this gift of a delicious, nutri-

tious supper is so welcome to struggling 

families. 

     Kay and Bill Miller, associates with 

the Oasis of Mercy Food Pantry in Me-

chanicsburg, provided some of the food from pantry supplies and the rest was secured with Our Saviour out-

reach funds. With no end in sight and Covid19 cases increasing in Champaign County, Our Saviour maintains 

the safety of the Community Meal program by observing every possible precaution, including face coverings, 

social distancing and cleanliness of personnel and food preparation facilities.  Community Meal participants 

urge everyone to embrace these simple practices and help contain the spread of the virus, reduce illness and 

loss of life. We can, with God’s help.     

     The Mechanicsburg Christian Fellowship faithfully 

sends members of the Yada-Yada women’s group to 

serve a Community Meal at Our Saviour. That’s just one 

of the Fellowship’s many kind services. When Marshall 

Porter recently returned after being hospitalized with 

Covid19 for three months, he was vastly surprised to be 

met by a crowd of friends and family at the Fellowship 

parking lot, waiting to welcome him home. The event 

was arranged by Fellowship Pastor Joey Brown. Mr. Por-

ter expressed gratitude for his recovery and for the turn-

out on this occasion saying, “If you don’t believe in posi-

tive thinking, call me and I will change your mind.”  We 

do believe in positive thinking and the constant demon-

stration of it by the loving outreach of the Mechanicsburg 

Christian Fellowship.   

Meal partner plans surprise Serendipity 

New sidewalk at Our Saviour becomes the 

symbol of Christianity, blessing those who 

enter to worship at this historic church. 

Sophie and Amy Boeck set up for the July Community Meal.  
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     It was a terrible, horrible, no-

good, very bad* July day for 

Carol Wappelhorst of Epiphany 

when she took a tumble and in-

jured her back.  And just after she 

had healed from successful shoul-

der surgery. But we know Carol’s 

cheerful nature, and we know that 

her children and grandchildren 

will provide every care and com-

fort until she has recovered.  An-

other dear friend,  Jeanne Kampel  

*from a book by Judy Voight 

He’s been making music for 65 years 
     And he has big following at Our Saviour and Epiphany. In July, Bill Purk’s 

many friends and fans celebrated his 67th birthday and his 60th anniversary as a 

professional musician.  He was just seven years old when he made his debut as 

a guitarist at a flea market in Piqua. He remembers he was paid $7 and “had 

enough money to go to the hot dog stand and decided this is what I wanted to 

do.” 

    Bill later attended Urbana College and  

spent many years as a teacher and counse- 

lor, but he never stopped making music.  

Bill and his Muleskinner Band have been  

favorites for decades.  He has performed  

country and gospel music for Our Saviour  

Community Meals and was entertainer for 

a Cluster gathering at Goshen Park. Many 

thanks, Bill, and a belated happy birthday! Bill and Larry Rammel 

Prayers for friends near and far 
of Epiphany, is hospitalized in 

Springfield being tested for a pos-

sible stroke. She and her husband, 

Rev. Frank, attend Epiphany. 

Jeanne’s poor health increases the 

risk of Covid19 infection, and 

they have been taking every pre-

caution. We hope for a good test 

outcome and Jeanne’s speedy re-

turn to better health 

      Finally, a former Epiphany 

congregant, Eileen  James, now a   

resident   of    Erie,   Pennsylvania,  

recently sent a message explaining 

that she had been in hospital/

nursing care for nearly a month 

because of a very serious staph 

infection in foot and leg.  She has 

had three surgeries in four weeks 

and will be in nursing care for an-

other two weeks. Eileen’s deep 

faith and the loving attention of 

her devoted family will see her 

through this painful trial.   

Grant us this day 
     Several months of church closings in an effort to slow the spread of Covid19 has taken its toll on every as-

pect of the Cluster. And there is yet much uncertainty ahead. At the recommendation of Rev. Jason Leo, 

Canon for Transition and Missioner for Congregational Vitality, Epiphany and Our Saviour have submitted 

grants to the Diocese for some financial assistance. 

     Our Saviour applied for funds to support its ongoing repair of the church steeple.  Epiphany’s income dur-

ing the Pandemic has declined and the grant was requested to help cover outreach expenses. Our Saviour and 

Epiphany have survived recessions, the Great Depression, two world wars and many other obstacles.  While 

this Pandemic is especially confounding, the past demonstrates that clergy and congregants are no strangers to 

sacrifice for the common good. We are exceedingly grateful for the continuing assistance of the Diocese, a 

confirmation of its faith in us and in the communities we serve.   
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File photo: What a great day it was! Bishop Breidenthal and Father Bob Ficks celebrated the sacra-

ments of baptism, confirmation and  reception at Our Saviour  June 9, 2013.  

Rev. Zeller, Rev. Williams 

       Rev. Oden resume 

         Sunday services 


