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Happy (Psalmic) New Year 
By the Rev. Derrick Fetz, Missioner 

     As a new year commences, I invite you to consider joining me in praying all the Psalms in 2022. I 

believe this will help us grow closer to God and give us perspective in the midst of the ordinary. 

     The Psalter is a collection of hymns, prayers and poems written by our ancient spiritual ancestors to 

express their situations to God. You will find a range of feelings and circumstances represented in the 

Psalms, including joy, disappointment, thanksgiving and despair. The Psalms teach us how to be honest 

with God in our prayer life. 

     From time to time through sermons, written reflections and other avenues, including the Northern 

Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster Facebook Page, I will offer some commentary and insights on the 

Psalms to bolster our efforts. 
 

How will this work? 
 

    Beginning the week of January 16th , all are invited to pray three Psalms each week because there are 

150 Psalms in total. For this practice, we will go in order, so we will pray Psalms 1-3 the week of 

January 16th and Psalms 4-6 the week of January 23rd . The Psalm schedule will be posted in the bulletin, 

the Cluster Chronicle and on Facebook each week. 

     I encourage you to pray the three Psalms appointed for each week throughout the week. You might 

wish to compare translations because different translations may use different words that might challenge 

you and/or comfort you. As you pray the Psalms, you might ask: 

  1) How does this Psalm relate to my life at the moment? 

  2) What might God be communicating to me through this Psalm? 

  3) What word or phrase am I particularly drawn to? 

     You may wish to start a Psalm journal to record your reflections. Please let me know how I might 

support you in this prayerful endeavor! Praying Psalms in a Year begins this week. 

 

Rev. R. Derrick Fetz 
Missioner 

(937)-653-3497 
derrick@nmvec.org 

January 2022 

February 6 Psalms 10-12 

February 13 Psalms 13-15 

February 20 Psalms 16-18 

February 27 Psalms 19-21 

January 16 Psalms 1-3 

January 23 Psalms 4-6 

January 30 Psalms 7-9 

Psalm schedule for January and February 
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Missioner visitations resume 
In January Fr. Derrick will resume visitations to Cluster households, a venture begun 

last September as a way for him to get to know all those affiliated with our two congre-

gations. Those who have not yet had this opportunity will receive a call to arrange a 

meeting. If you would like to see him before you are contacted, please send him an 

email, derrick@nmvec.org, or call 937-653-3497. 

 

Annual meetings scheduled 
January 16, Our Saviour, after the 9:15 a.m. service 

January 23, Epiphany following the 11 a.m. service 

Each year our congregations meet to receive reports about different ministries and about 

our common life in general, to elect new leaders, and to receive an update about our fi-

nancial health. This year we will begin exploring the question, “What’s God up to next 

with our church?” We will do an exercise to identify our core values and how to encour-

age spiritual and numerical growth. It’s an exciting time to be part of Our Saviour and 

Epiphany! All are welcome. 

 

Cluster combined service returns 
Fr. Derrick announces that we will again celebrate the gift of our Cluster community by 

holding a joint service of the two congregations on the fifth Sunday of a month. Begin-

ning January 31 Our Saviour and Epiphany will worship together at 10 a.m. at Epiph-

any. Sunday school for all children will begin at 9:50 a.m. in Epiphany’s Sunday School 

room. There will not be a 9:15 service at Our Saviour. 

 

Another way: exploring the Episcopal Church 
Before Bishop Smith’s visit May 1, Fr. Derrick will offer a course for anyone who 

wishes to explore the beliefs, practices, characteristics and history of our unique expres-

sion of Christianity. He invites those new to our congregations and those who have been 

Episcopalian for a long time as well as anyone curious about our branch of Christianity. 

Dates, times and location are being worked out, so stay tuned for more information. Fr. 

Derrick adds that this course will also serve as the official preparation for those who 

wish to be confirmed (age 16 or older) or received into the Episcopal Church during 

Bishop Smith’s May 1 visit. Please contact Fr. Derrick (derrick@nmvec.org) if you are 

interested in participating in this course and/or have questions. 

 

New logos for our congregations 
Fr. Derrick announces that as a way to celebrate our identity and to help us with our 

communication efforts, Our Saviour and Epiphany will each design a new logo with 

help from Christopher Dinnell, a graphic designer and Pastor of Community Engage-

ment and Family Ministry at Urbana United Methodist Church. A small task force made 

up of Vestry members will oversee this process at each church and you are welcome to 

join in. If interested, please contact Fr. Derrick. 

 

Women’s retreat in May 
Cluster parishes will collaborate with Messiah Lutheran Church for a combined 

Women’s Retreat May 7. Volunteers are needed to plan and facilitate this event. If you 

can help, contact Fr. Derrick by phone, 937-653-3497 or email derrick@nmvec.org. 
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     We were saddened by the death of Cathy Pearson Murray De-

cember 30. She is mother of Angela Murray and grandmother of 

Isaac Waddell of Epiphany. Cathy often attended Epiphany events 

with her family and made many friends there. We pray for Cathy’s 

peaceful rest and comfort for the bereaved. Condolences may be 

sent to Angela at 523 E. Dallas Rd., Urbana. 

Remembering Cathy Murray 

Isaac Waddell, his beloved grandmother, Cathy Murray, left, and 
loving mother, Angela Murray, after Isaac’s piano recital in 2019. 

Christians speak out 

     We applaud the unique honor bestowed on our good friend Rev. Jason 

Leo, former Canon for Transitions and Congregational Vitality for the 

Diocese of Southern Ohio. He has moved from the diocese to a position in 

Florida, but as a consequence of his dedication to the success of the Proc-

ter 2021 Winter Family Camp, the farm lake has been christened Lake 

Leo. He would be pleased to be associated with one of nature’s loveliest 

features, the site of rest and refreshment for all of God’s creatures. 

“…the proper and responsible use of vaccines is a duty, not only to ourselves and families but to our 

communities. Choosing not to vaccinate when it is medically safe, threatens the lives of others.” So stated 

the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church in 2019, noting that it “supports vaccine access and equity”. 

A more recent Episcopal website commentary focuses on “vaccination holdouts,” those unvaccinated who 

continue to believe the misinformation, the distortions of medical science and falsehoods about safety and 

effectiveness of the vaccines. “They are fueling the surge of Omicron cases and are becoming a roadblock to 

ending the Covid series of viruses. It is our Christian duty to respect not only our own lives, but the lives of 

others who may be exposed to this life-threatening illness.” 

Praise for legislation 

     November 19, 2021, The Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations announced that “the 

Episcopal Church applauds the passage of H.R.(House of Representatives) 5376,, Build Back Better, by the 

House of Representatives. This transformative legislation will reduce child poverty, expand health care, make 

the tax system fairer and invest vital funds in our effort to confront climate crisis. Our values as a people of 

faith call us to advocate for the most vulnerable in our society whom this legislation will uplift---we thank all 

who voted in favor of this bill and encourage the Senate to pass the legislation as quickly as possible.” 

Vaccination is an act of love 

     “Vaccines are not magical means of healing but represent the most reasonable solution for the prevention 

of the disease,” says Pope Francis…”Getting vaccination against the Coronavirus is a moral obligation, an act 

of love. Frequently people let themselves be influenced by the ideology of the moment, bolstered by baseless 

information or poorly documented facts. We need a reality therapy to correct this distortion.” 

A well-deserved tribute 
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Christmas 

 in the Cluster 
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     Congratulations, Evan Callicoat, of Our Saviour. Evan is the new Director of 

State Policy for the Ohio Farm Bureau. In this capacity, he will represent the 

Farm Bureau in the Ohio General Assembly, advising and informing legislators 

concerning actions affecting the state’s agricultural business policies. Evan is 

well prepared for this position. He graduated from Ohio State University in 2021 

where he majored in Agriculture Business and Applied Economics with a minor 

in Political Science. Evan knows farming and will be an excellent representative 

of Ohio’s agricultural business men and women. 

Prayers for Aaron and his family 

     Amy Boeck reports that Our Saviour congregants were overjoyed to have Robyn, Evan and Avery Callicoat 

with them on Christmas Eve. She noted that son Aaron had been released from the hospital that day after 

additional surgeries in November and December. But Aaron was rushed to the hospital December 30 and is 

still there with myriad problems. 

     Aaron can receive cards via https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/greeting-card. The room number Amy 

was given is H10B39. In addition to prayer, we invite households to donate money to purchase gift cards to 

restaurants. To support this effort, please make checks payable to The Discretionary Fund with Callicoat on 

the memo line and send to the Church of Our Saviour, 56 S. Main Street, Mechanicsburg, OH 43044.  

Farm Bureau taps Evan Callicoat 

Evan Callicoat 

Resolutions for a new year 

     This tradition dates to ancient Babylon when the new year started in March with the crowning of a new 

king or affirmation of loyalty to the fellow already on the throne. Folks pledged (to their pagan gods) that in 

the months ahead they would pay outstanding debts and return anything borrowed. The gods were expected to 

reward promises kept with good fortune. Those who reneged risked godly disfavor. 

     Of all of civilizations long-forgotten traditions and customs, this one, for some reason, lingers. Human be-

ings seem willing and even eager to evaluate past performance and, in a formal declaration or a quietly per-

sonal pledge, make an effort to improve attitudes, work habits, relationships or just to eat a healthy breakfast in 

the coming year. 

     The Old Farmer’s Almanac reveals that in the last 70 some years, the type of resolution has changed “from 

denying physical indulgence to general self-improvement”. It contrasts Gallup Poll resolution info from 1947 

to today: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Almanac author concludes that “whether we promise to return stuff we’ve borrowed or lose a few pounds, 

we’re tapping into an ancient and powerful longing for a fresh start.” 

  1947      2022 

     1. Improve my disposition, be more   1. Lose weight 

 understanding, control my temper  2. Get organized 

     2. Improve my character live a better life  3. Spend less, save more 

     3. Be more religious, go to church more often  4. Stay fit and healthier 

     4. Stop smoking, smoke less    5. Enjoy life to the fullest 

     5. Be more efficient, do a better job 



6          

     Cluster parishes are grateful to those who, week after week, provide fresh flowers for Sunday worship. 

January is the time when altar flower donor lists are updated for the coming year. If you are a donor, please let 

your church’s Altar Guild (Our Saviour, Larry Rammel (lrammel74@yahoo.com) ; Epiphany, Mary Neal 

Miller, (marynealmivision@woh.rr.com) know of any changes you want to make in date(s) or memorial trib-

utes. If you don’t, your current date and information will continue to be used. To become a flower donor or 

add additional dates, contact the Altar Guild. Your name, tribute and choice of florist will be entered on the 

schedule for the date(s) selected. If none of the open dates are suitable, you can ask to be notified when a par-

ticular Sunday or season is available. 

January altar flower donors 

     EPIPHANY 

Jan. 2    Sally Johnson, in memory of Farnham, Dorothy and Chuck Johnson in this, their birth month. 

Jan. 9    Barb Murrell, in memory of Deacon Gay O’Keefe 

Jan. 16   Epiphany Altar Guild in memory of Ruth Vance 

Jan. 23  Charles Stadler in loving memory of Joanie Stadler. 

Jan. 30  Jerry and Rhonda Heffner, in memory of Heidi. 

    OUR SAVIOUR 

Jan. 2   Jodi Compton in memory of Betty Hunt and Athel and Frances Workman. 

Jan. 9    Our Saviour Episcopal Church Workers in memory of Georgia Bumgarner 

Jan. 16  Todd and Amy Boeck to honor Mary Boeck’s birthday. 

Jan. 23  Penny and Rolland Guy, in memory of Ralph Guy. 

Jan. 30  Carol Floyd 

Altar flower schedules 

Our Saviour continues the spirit of giving 

     Amy Boeck reports that Our Saviour’s 

Community Meal, December 29, was of-

fered with every good wish for the year 

ahead. A hearty dinner of ham, mashed 

potatoes, green beans, fruit, Kay’s home-

made brownies and cookies was wel-

comed by 60 folks from the Village and 

beyond. Preparation and serving were 

done by the faithful: Emily Rozmus, 

Greg Kimball, Gary Lantz and Todd and 

Amy Boeck. In spite of the surge of 

Covid cases, Our Savour’s Community 

Meal program will continue in 2022 with 

every hope that this will be remembered 

as the year the virus was conquered. Lending a hand in the kitchen are, l to r, Todd Boeck,       

       Emily Rozmus, Greg Kimball and Gary Lantz. 
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Now is the time... 

     January 17 would have been the 93rd birthday of civil rights activist and Nobel prize winner Martin Luther 

King, Jr., martyred by an assassin’s bullet at age 39. A proclamation by President Ronald Reagan stated that 

the third Monday of January would, henceforth, be observed as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Reagan noted 

that it was “the year of our Lord 1986 and of the Independence of the United States of America, the 210th.” 

     Those 210 years of democracy are precious. As we honor Rev. King on January 17, we are 

struck by the stunning relevance of his words so many years later: “Now is the time,” King said, “to make real 

the promises of democracy. Some small part of it is in our hands. Our lives begin to end 

the day we become silent about things that matter.” 

     He knew nothing of the Covid pandemic to come, the rejection of the vaccine that can protect from and end 

the virus, or of the insurrection at our nation’s capital. But he said, “When an individual no longer feels a sense 

of responsibility to his society, the content of democracy is emptied.” 

     Our founders wisely mandated that there be no national religion in the United States. But King, with equal 

wisdom, believed that unless government and the citizenry had common goals, democracy could not survive. 

“When culture is degraded and immorality and vulgarity enthroned, society is imperiled,” King said. 

     Remember that Rev. King was first and always a Christian preacher. King claimed that the main influence 

in his life was Jesus Christ and the Gospels, the Sermon on the Mount his testament of hope for mankind. 

     King was also a great admirer of Mahatma Gandhi, noting that “Gandhi was probably the first person in 

history to lift the love ethic of Jesus above interaction between individuals to a powerful and effective social 

force on a large scale.” 

     “The preacher must be concerned about the whole person,” he said, and that his advocacy in Congress for 

legislation concerning civil rights and racial equality was an important part of his ministry. He also stated that 

a main purpose of education should be “to save us from the morass of propaganda, enable one to weigh evi-

dence, discern true from false, real from unreal, fact from fiction.” 

     “Violence, hatred and emotion will fail, he predicted. “Only voices of reason, sanity and understanding can 

create a mood of peace out of which a system of peace can be built.” He urged us to “Reach beyond self and 

with love, integrity and courage, do what is right.” As Dr. King cautioned, our democracy may depend on it. 

      

Apologies to Jennifer 

Murphy of Epiphany. The 

December Chronicle arti-

cle about the baptism of 

her granddaughter, Kali, 

incorrectly gave Jennifer’s 

last name as Murray, a 

perfectly nice name, but not 

hers. We sincerely regret 

the error. 

Please submit contact information 

     We are updating our databases and we need your help! If 

you have not already submitted your current contact informa-

tion (names within your household, mailing address, phone 

number(s), and email addresses) please email it to Amy Boeck 

(office@nmvec.org) or send it to the Cluster office at Epiph-

any, 230 Scioto Street, Urbana, OH 43078. This is important 

for us to communicate effectively and efficiently. Thank you 

for your cooperation! 
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People were on the move this Christmas season. As they were on that first Christmas. According to historians, 

Mary and Joseph traveled from Israel to Bethlehem, on foot or donkey, probably 70 miles or more. Shepherds,  

when they heard that a savior was born in a nearby village, walked at least a mile to Bethlehem.. Jesus was a few 

weeks old when the Holy Family was warned that  King Herod was searching for them and they should leave the 

country. The refugees probably went to Alexandria, the largest town in Egypt, about 350 miles from Bethlehem.  

That is less impressive considering the distance covered by the “wise men from the East”. The Magi, were well-

versed in astronomy. These students of the heavens were intrigued by the notion that a star could guide them to 

the new Jewish king that they heard about from Daniel, a captive in King Nebuchadnezzar’s court. The Magi fol-

lowed the star to Jerusalem, learned of the Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem and plodded on to that village, their jour-

ney covering as much as 700 miles. Yes, dear friends, travel is definitely an integral part of “keeping Christmas”. 

  Dust 

The Magi were exemplary in trust 

that paced unflagging following a star, 

believing where it led because they must. 

Their calling did not only seem like trust 

but miles and months of  weariness and dust 

to learn what blessing waited long and far. 

The kings were wise who persevered in trust 

through years to watch the guiding of  a star. 

   Amy Jo Schoonover 

   Christmas, 2021 

We have a power, 

a power as old as 

the  insights of 

Jesus of Nazareth 

and as modern as 

the techniques of  

Mahatma Ghandi. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Jan.17 


