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Dear Friends,  

In 1960 the musical Camelot came onto the scene.  Starring Richard Burton, 

Julie Andrews, Robert Goulet (and Roddy McDowell, too!). It was a great hit 

and after the assassination of President Kennedy, it served as a metaphor for 

the lost hope that was his presidency.  A sense that is only fading now as we 

who were there (or soon after) continue to get older. 

My parents had the album, 33 rpm, LP, of the Camelot soundtrack. And, as 

with so much of their record collection, I listened to it a lot.  So much so, I 

remember most of it! As I do the Kingston Trio, Highwaymen, West Side 

Story, and the rest of the middle-class sixty’s soundtrack. 

Although Richard Burton was “the” King Arthur for many, I always preferred Richard Harris as Arthur. Harris 

seemed more king-like in a real-er way.  Burton never shook the actor playing a king in a production piece 

vibe. Truth be told, I feel the same way about most of his work.  And then, as a bonus in the movie there was 

Vanessa Redgrave who gave Guinevere a side and a vibe Julie Andrews did not. 

I can hear Richard Burton singing “I wonder what the king is doing tonight,” and more.  I hear his voice more 

so than Harris’. Maybe that’s because that was the first audio imprint of the play on me. But I confess the only 

Guinevere I hear is the voice of Vanessa Redgrave.  Specifically, as she sings “The Lusty Month of May”. The 

refrain of which begins, “It’s May! It’s May…”.  And so it is. 

I don’t write and share this due to any lingering teenage hang ups over Guinevere as played by Redgrave. But 

instead to focus on the word “May”.  It is May and we are in the midst of it. 

Oftentimes or once upon a time there was an apt (if exasperating) correction over whether one “can” or “may” 

do something. And the plain meaning is when we say “can” we are talking about ability; when we say “may” 

we are asking for permission. The person answering our query of “can I do…” is perfectly legit to answer, 

“Well, I don’t know if you can…” How are they to know what we are capable of doing or not? It seems that 

when we ask if we can do something there is a seeking of affirmation.  Can I? Sure, sure, go ahead.  

But asking for permission doesn’t seem so externally affirming. When we ask for permission, we are putting                                                                               

ourselves at the control, mercy and sometimes whims of the other.  By asking permission we are assuring that  

we can, indeed, do or take on what we are asking. May I take you out to dinner? May I pet your dog? May I 

just say? No one likes to ask for permission or, at least, readily to do so. Mostly because, I guess, to add what I 

noted above, we are afraid that the answer might be, and could often be, NO. And who wants to hear that?
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Friends (continued from page 1) 

The great smirk, or leer, of Guinevere’s anthem is a lifting up of permission. If you remember or go look up 

the lyrics, you’ll see that there is a litany sung about taking liberties to do what feels good rather than asking 

for permission.  For those liturgical geeks out there, May is a time in the church year when Mary is remem-

bered with special devotions and prayers. It is ironic that the composers of Camelot chose May as a time to 

throw away responsibility when billions of others celebrate and revere one who, in giving permission to G-d, 

showed what she could do. 

At the end of many sermons, I will, as others do, end with the words “may it be so”. As a rhetorical device it is 

a good one.  It allows for an ending and with a nod to the people in the pews that they (we) are allowed to and 

expected to do something about what we just heard as it relates to the gospel.  But despite that, such an ending 

is a little vague and oftentimes doesn’t give us too much to sing about.  For there is an understanding that isn’t 

always clear as Guinevere’s tune or Mary’s tone. 
 

What I mean is that as people of G-d and Christian folk we may not always remember that G-d is a god of per-

mission granting.  What we do is not always permissible in the eyes of G-d, Jesus and the Spirit. (You know 

this too, it’s most clear right after we do something we knew we shouldn’t). G-d has granted and is granting us 

permission to do things in the world others might rather we didn’t: care for the poor in a way that means there 

is no longer any poverty.  Embrace differences in a way that means only inclusion and community. Educate, 

teach and learn so that others can not only take care of themselves, but be able to take care of others. 
 

G-d, through Jesus has granted us permission to better the world from the way we found it---or were given it. 

We shouldn't have to ask what we should do, or if we can. The answer, we already know, is yes. 
 

The challenge for us and our world these days is to discern form engaging solely in what’s right or what we 

like for ourselves.  The permissibility of that way of living may do some good for others, but the context will 

always revolve around self.  Another way is to accept the permission the Holy One bestows on us to engage 

fully with ourselves and one another to prove, but maybe even learn what we actually “can” do in the places 

we are in and in the time in which we live. 
 

It is May, and may we challenge the energy, exuberance and hopes bursting or growing around us in a way 

that may change the world and maybe even us, too.  That my friends, I believe can be done. 

                          Peace, 

 We are grateful 

      The Diocese has arranged for Fr. Charles to be priest-in-charge for the Cluster until July 1, 2021.  That’s 

good news. These past months in the “cloud of unknowing” Fr. Charles has guided us with reverent weekly 

worship via Facebook and in person (online as well).  He added on site and online Wednesday prayer ser-

vices and Zoom confabs focused on understanding scripture and relating it to the 21st century. He has offered 

services from the familiar environs of Our Saviour and Epiphany, feeding our need to “be there”. We pray 

that our continuing time together will be mutually rewarding.   
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     The robed acolyte is one of the oldest participants in 

the Christian worship service, noted in records as early as 

the 14th century.  Our Saviour welcomes new acolyte 

Drew Hansen, grandson of Jim and Gloria Westfall. 

Since early childhood Drew has attended Sunday School 

and worship services at Our Saviour and is well ac-

quainted with the liturgy of the denomination.         

     The term acolyte has ancient origins. The Old French 

acolyt was gleaned from the Medieval Latin acolytus which came from the 

Greek akolouthos which means path or following. It is interpreted as one 

who attends or assists in a liturgical service.   

     The position, often filled by a young person, is considered a minor of-

fice of the church in some denominations. However, in most Protestant fel-

lowships, the acolyte is an assistant to the celebrant, duties being both prac-

tical and ceremonial.  They may include lighting and extinguishing of can-

dles, placing and removing sacred vessels of the sacrament, serving as cru-

cifer, or bearing a censer or banner in the processional.  And, beyond duty 

and ceremony, the grace, reverence and dignity of this youthful ministry 

engenders hope in the hearts of all who come together in worship.  

  Acolytes attending 

Acolyte Drew and Fr. Charles 

Remembering Doug 
      A memorial service for the late Doug 

Ritchey will be held May 15 at 11 

o’clock at the Church of the Epiphany. 

We first met Doug at Holy Trinity in 

Bellefontaine where he was organist. We 

became fast friends.  A gifted musician, 

he pursued a master’s degree in church 

music at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 

Columbus. He played for services at 

Epiphany and Our Saviour when regular 

organists were away. We will miss him 

and his enduring love of fine music that 

he shared with us. 

 

A Baptism 
 

Isabel Eliza Wing  

 

daughter of  John and Elizabeth Risen 

Wing and sister of Amelia Anne, will 

be baptized by Rev. Timothy West May 

23, the first Sunday of Pentecost, dur-

ing Morning Worship at the  

Church of Our Saviour.  

You are invited to come and give 

thanks with them for the descending 

of the Holy Spirit upon these disciples 

as Isabel is marked as  

Christ’s own forever.  
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     Community Dinner A Success. That was a headline in the 

Chronicle of May, 2011. The story details Our Saviour’s first 

Community Meal offered free to the public in April of that 

year.  Seventy-eight guests savored spaghetti and meatballs, 

salad, garlic bread, fruit, cookies, milk, lemonade and Hemi-

sphere Roasters’ coffee. The Mechanicsburg mayor was 

there and commended the parish for this gift to the commu-

nity.  A spokesperson said, “We bless God for this opportu-

nity to serve”. That sentiment has been prayerfully repeated 

each month of the ten years since, and with fervent gratitude 

during the pandemic as food and spirits became so depleted. 

     On the recent tenth anniversary, 80 guests feasted on lasa-

gna, salad, garlic bread, fruit and cake.  Hosts for the evening 

included Emily Rozmus, Sarah Bradford, Dusty Hurst and 

his niece Sydnee Hurst, Todd Boeck, Greg Kimball and Amy 

Boeck who has served as coordinator of the program since its 

inception. 

     “It’s been a long and fun road,” she said. “We’ve been 

blessed that we could continue the meals during the pan-

demic but look forward to the time when we can once again 

sit down in the dining room with our friends.” 

Ten years and counting 
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     The project has been supported by faithful volunteers from 

Our Saviour, community, schools, Village Council, sports teams, 

4-H and FFA, educators, and other churches. Special thanks to 

Bill and Kay Miller of Oasis Food Pantry who have helped meet 

every need, and Hemisphere Coffee Roasters who delivered hot 

coffee free of charge every month. These partners have not only 

donated food but staffed the buffet, time after time.      

     Our Saviour also makes available free winter outerwear to 

Community Meal diners as well as first rate entertainment: coun-

try music of Bill Purk and Larry Rammel’s varied vocal and gui-

tar repertoire. Amy 

Boeck reports that the 

Diocesan grant of $3000 

has been received and 

will be gratefully used in 

coming months. Our Sav-

iour’s long and steady 

outpouring of kindness 

demonstrates how Thy 

will can be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.   
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Showing honor 

     Paul told the Romans, “Outdo one another in showing honor.” Paul would 

be pleased that high school students who consistently live honorably, main-

taining high standards of educational achievement, responsibility, compas-

sion, generosity, patience and self-control will themselves be honored---by 

membership in the National Honor Society.   

      Mechanicsburg High School junior Will Boeck of Our Saviour met all of 

the qualifying conditions and was inducted into the National Honor Society 

April 13, a memorable occasion shared with his parents, Todd and Amy 

Boeck, his teachers and school administrators. Cluster congratulations, Will, 

to you and your fellow inductees. This honor will forever inform your choices 

and decisions.  

    

   This is a distinction that Will has truly earned. The grade point average is, 

of course, important---Will has maintained a 3.5 (B+) or higher each year. But 

there is much more. Students must embody the Society’s values and meet 

these requirements for membership:  

          1.  Complete twenty-five hours of community service each year.        

          2.  Score well on standardized tests (1750 or higher on SAT, 1200 or              

    higher on PSAT, 26 or higher on ACT)              

        3.  Demonstrate leadership: contribute to problem solving,                                                                                                                

              generate ideas, serve as organization officer or board member,         

              participate in or coach a sport, teach one’s skills to others.                

         4.  Volunteer to work for a church, civic cause, legislation or  

              community improvement and stick with it. 

         5.  Display character, courtesy, self-discipline. 

         6.  Be nominated for membership by a teacher, apply via National  

              Honor Society form and maintain membership.   

Epiphany serves country cuisine 

     A good turnout of guests for Epiphany’s April Community Meal could well be attributed, 

at least in part, to the entrée. Chicken and noodles with mashed potatoes and gravy has been a 

favorite for generations. The April menu also included green beans, rolls and dessert.  

     It often appeared as Sunday dinner for farm families and Epiphany’s meal was, quite ap-

propriately produced in the kitchens of the Farmer’s Daughter Restaurant in Urbana.  Epiph-

any has resumed the Community Meals program after a hiatus during the stay-at-home period of the pandemic, 

and the dining room has not yet been reopened. Food is boxed and delivered right to guests in their cars, pulled 

up to the Kenton Street entrance of the church. There is no charge for the meals. 

    Committee member Paddy Barr is coordinating the monthly meals with local restaurants. She said that the 

May meal will be prepared by Café Paradiso on the square in Urbana.  Authentic Italian dishes are the spe-

cialty of the house and the Community Meal will come from that popular genre. Remember that the meal is 

offered at Epiphany the third Wednesday of each month, the next one is May 13.  See you there!   

Will Boeck 
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Vaccines are vital 

Millions have proved that the vaccines are 

safe and effective. Please protect yourself 

and others---it’s the way back to normal!  
 

WHERE CAN I BE VACCINATED?  

Moderna and Pfizer formulas are available at the 

Champaign County Health Department, Kroger, the 

Medicine Shoppe and Mechanicsburg pharmacy.  

The Medicine Shoppe also has the Johnson & John-

son formula.  It’s approved by the CDC but does 

come with a warning---it’s rare but could produce 

blood clots in women 50 and younger. 
 

HOW DO I REGISTER? 

Go to this website: gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov 

Search by zip code for the location you want. Even 

if no convenient times are open the day you want to 

go, schedule anyway---for any time. The health 

department will have a shot ready for you on that 

day and you will be vaccinated whenever you 

come. Your second shot can be scheduled before 

you leave that day.  

     Poet, teacher Folliott Pierpoint wandered the lovely countryside near his 

native town of Bath, England, through which the River Avon flows calmly 

to the sea. He was overcome by the peace and beauty around him and his 

thoughts turned to Scripture: “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 

things are honest…just…pure… …lovely…of good report…think on these 

things.”  His thoughts on those things became a poem and later the text of 

the hymn, For the Beauty of the Earth, written especially for a communion 

service of the church. 

     A graduate of Queen’s College, Cambridge, Folliott taught the classics 

at Somerset College. He was a lay member of the Anglican Church and 

wrote many hymns as well as poetry. Seven books of his work were pub-

lished. All show his love for the beauty, purity and truth of God’s creation. 

     The composer of the music was Conrad Kocher of Wurttemberg, Ger-

many. Kocher’s tune and Pierpoint’s text were meant for each other, allow-

ing it to be sung antiphonally or in answering couplets. A congregational 

group sings the first phrase while another responds with the second and all 

voices join in the joyful refrain, This our hymn of grateful praise. Let 

words and deeds be measured by truth, beauty, honesty, justice and purity.  

Now is the time to “think on these things” 

 

Vaccines have totally or nearly eliminated                        

these diseases: polio, chickenpox, measles, 

diphtheria,   meningitis,  mumps, influ-

enza, hepatitis A & B, rotavirus, rubella,  

tetanus,  pertussis (whooping cough),  

streptococcus.      Before vaccines, the suf-

fering was terrible, thousands died due to 

complications. Vaccines were eagerly ac-

cepted, mandated in some cases. In the 

1930s children were not permitted to start 

school without certain immunizations that 

were new at that time.  Vaccines do work--

they can eliminate Covid-19 and its vari-

ants, too. Don’t wait. 

WHAT ELSE CAN I DO?  

Love your neighbor as yourself.  Ask family and 

friends if they received both doses of the vaccine, If 

not, offer to take them to the site of their choice. 

A hymn story 

Rural England near Bath 



1    May Day 

      Mother Goose Day 

      Join Hands Day 

2    Teacher Appreciation Day 

      Sibling Appreciation Day 

      World Laughter Day 

3     Constitution Memorial Day 

6     National Day of Prayer 

       National Nurse Day  

8     National Coconut Cream Pie Day 

9     Mother’s Day  

15   Armed Forces Day 

       International Astronomy Day 

24   National Brothers Day 

       National Asparagus Day 

26   National Paper Airplane Day 

       Full Moon 

28   National Hamburger Day 

31   Memorial Day 
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     There’s something to be grateful for every day. 

Some of those occasions are assigned national days of 

recognition.  In May we decorate the maypole and pay 

fond tribute to mothers, including the venerable 

Mother Goose.     

     We’re encouraged to laugh with our siblings, pray 

together, give thanks for nurses and the wisdom of 

those who wrote the constitution of the United States, 

the first self-governing republic. 

     May’s the time to appreciate our armed forces, 

ponder the heavens and feast on coconut cream pie. 

After we’ve cooked fresh asparagus and savored our 

hamburgers, we can fashion paper planes and send 

them airborne by the light of a full moon.   

     May ends with fanfare, flags and flowers on Me-

morial Day, paying tribute to the legions of brave pa-

triots who loved this democracy enough to defend it 

and die for it. This is not just a day of remembrance, 

but a day of commitment for all Americans who must 

look beyond self-indulgence and, with God’s help, 

pursue peace for all mankind.   

Special days in May 

June 14-August 13 
register at proctercenter.org/camp 

 scholarship info 937-652-3462  


